
Injection site reactions (ISRs) 

Injection site reactions (ISRs) are one of the most common adverse events following immun-

isation. ISRs include pain, itching, swelling or redness around the site of injection. Most ISRs 

are mild and usually last for 1–2 days. However, some ISRs can be more severe with swelling 

extending from joint to joint (e.g. shoulder to elbow) and can often be confused with celluli-

tis. ISRs do not require antibiotics or antihistamines.  Treatment should focus on symptom 

relief with oral pain relief and cold compress as required. ISRs may occur after administra-

tion of any vaccine but are more common after booster doses of diphtheria, tetanus and 

pertussis (DTPa/dTpa). They are not a contraindication to further vaccination with the same 

or another vaccine. 

NCIRS has resources available to assist providers, including an injection site reaction fact 

sheet  and a list of specialist immunisation services. Further information is also available in 

the Vaccination Procedure section and After Vaccination section of the online Australian 

Immunisation Handbook. 

 
 

The Use of Foetal Tissue in Vaccine Development 

There has been attention in the media recently regarding the use of foetal cell lines by the 

Oxford Vaccine Group to develop their COVID-19 vaccine candidate.  

Cell lines are currently used to manufacture many vaccines including varicella, hepatitis A, 

rabies and MMR vaccines.  

The link below from the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHoP) discusses the background 

behind using these cell lines in vaccine development as well as any potential ethical or reli-

gious concerns surrounding this. 

https://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center/vaccine-ingredients/
fetal-tissues 
Here is a link to the ‘Foetal Embryonic Cells Utilised in Vaccine Development Platform’ fact 

sheet from the Melbourne Vaccine Education Centre that might be helpful to give to pa-

tients with questions: 

https://mvec.mcri.edu.au/immunisation-references/foetal-embryonic-cells-utilised-in-
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Contact your Public Health Unit for  immunisation enquiries: 

Phone:  
1300 066 055 

Fax:  
4221 6759 

Email:   
islhd-phu-immunisation@health.nsw.gov.au 

Cold Chain Management 

Below are some tips for managing your cold 

chain with regard to data logging: 

It is imperative that practice staff download 

AND check their data logger readings PRI-

OR to seeing patients after the practice has 

been closed either during the week or over 

the weekend. 

The data logger should be checked ANY 

time there is a temperature excursion iden-

tified on the fridge min/max to ensure the 

exclusion period for cold chain breach (up 

to 12°C for <15mins) has not been over-

stepped. 
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Immunisation Toolkit for       

General Practices 

This Toolkit has been developed to support 
general practices to implement the NSW  
Immunisation Program. The toolkit        
includes information about: 

• the NSW Immunisation Program 

• the NSW Immunisation schedule and 

 recent changes 

• reporting to the Australian Immunisation 

  Register (AIR) 

• vaccine recommendations 

• cold chain management 

• vaccine safety and adverse event        

reporting 

• vaccine ordering and management 

 https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/
immunisation/Publications/gp-toolkit.pdf  
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